ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
1740 W. ADAMS ST., SUITE 4600, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 

PHONE (602) 364-1PET (1738) FAX (602) 364-1039 
VETBOARD.AZ.GOV 


COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION FORM 


If there is an issue with more than one veterinarian please file a 
separate Complaint Investigation Form for each veterinarian 


PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY. 


Date Received: Suv \Z, Zo) Case Number: I2- O45 


A. THIS COMPLAINT IS FILED AGAINST THE FOLLOWING: 
Name of Veterinarian/CVT: Mig ee) anal 
Premise Name: Chino Valley Animal Hospital 
Premise Address; 3601 N. Hwy 89 
City: Chino Valley State: AZ Zip Code: 86323 


Telephone: (928)420-6919 


B. INFORMATION REGARDING THE INDIVIDUAL FILING COMPLAINT®: 
Name: 
Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 
Home Telephone: Cell Telephone: 


*STATE LAW REQUIRES WE HAVE TO DISCLOSE YOUR NAME UNLESS WE CAN SHOW THAT DISCLOSURE WILL 
RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL HARM TO YOU, SOMEONE ELSE OR THE PUBLIC PER A.R.S. § 41-1010. IF YOU HAVE 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT SUBSTANTIAL HARM WILL RESULT IN DISCLOSURE OF YOUR NAME PLEASE PROVIDE 
COPIES OF RESTRAINING ORDERS OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION. 


C. PATIENT INFORMATION (1): 


Name: 


Breed/Species: 
Age: _ Sex: Color: 


PATIENT INFORMATION (2): 

Name: 

Breed/Species: 

Age: Sex: Color: 


D. VETERINARIANS WHO HAVE PROVIDED CARE TO THIS PET FOR THIS ISSUE: 
Please provide the name, address and phone number for each veterinarian. 


E. WITNESS INFORMATION: 
‘Please provide the name, address and phone number of each witness that has 


direct knowledge regarding this case. 


Attestation of Person Requesting Investigation 
By signing this form, | declare that the information contained herein is true 


and accurate to the best of my knowledge. Further, | authorize the release of 
any and all medical records or information necessary to complete the 


investigation of this case. 
Signature: 


Date: 


F. ALLEGATIONS and/or CONCERNS: 
Please provide all information that you feel is relevant to the complaint. This 
portion must be either typewritten or clearly printed in ink. 
Michael S. Kahan participated in vulgar sexual activity as sent on the flash drive with 
images of people role playing dressed as dogs/pets. He stated-he had Dr. Fernandez 
write him a prescription for narcotics under his pets names. | do not know where 
Michael S Kahan is getting the pills nor do | know what the pills are, but he is defiantly 
talked about writing prescriptions under the pets names, his weight has dropped from 
120lbs to 90lbs so | asked him if he was taking/using drugs. He denied being addicted 
stating he only took them for pain sometimes. 


On June 16 of 2021, | asked him to stop lying and tell the truth - he yells | am leaving 
you and attacks me. He was arrested and removed from my home. 


After he attacked me and was released, he contacted my children and stated he had an 
addiction, would go to counseling and was sorry for what he did to their mother. 


Rev 8.14.17 


VICTORIA WHITMORE 
- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - 


DOUGLAS A. DUCEY 
- GOVERNOR - 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL; EXAMINING BOARD | 
1740 W. ADAMS ST., STE. 4600, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 — 
PHONE (602) 364-1-PET (1738).* FAX (602) 364-1039 
VETBOARD.AZ.GOV 


INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION: REPORT 


TO: Arizona State Veterinary Medical.Examining Board . 
FROM: Investigative Division 
RE: Case: 22-05 ' 


Complainant(s): Anonymous 
Respondent(s): Michael Kahan, D.V.M. (License: 4107) 


SUMMARY:. APPLICABLE STATUTES AND RULES: 
Complaint Received at Board Office: 7/12/21 ° Laws as Amended August 2018 
Board Discussion: 11/2/21 (Lime Green); Rules as Revised : 


September 2013 (Yellow). : 


On July 12, 2021, the Board office received allegations that Respondent was obtaining 
written prescriptions for. controlled substances for personal use through his pets. 


22-05, MICHAEL KAHAN, DVM 


PROPOSED ‘FINDINGS of FACT’: 


1. On June 17, 2021, Respondent was charged with assault and disorderly conduct due to an 
incident that occurred on June 16, 2021. 


2. On June 30, 2021, Respondent reported the charge to the Board office as required. 


3. On July 2, 2021, Respondent obtained an Injunction Against Harassment against his ex- 
girlfriend. 


4. On July 12, 2021, the Board office received information that Respondent was obtaining 
controlled substance for personal use through his pets. According to the anonymous source, 
Respondent's associate, Dr. Fernandez would write prescriptions for narcotics for Respondent's 
pets. Respondent would use the medication for personal use. 


5. An investigation was opened and a Letter of Inquiry (and copy of the complaint) was sent to 
Respondent requesting a response to the allegations. A Letter of Inquiry was also sent to 
Respondent's associate Dr: Fernandez. 


6. Respondent indicated that the complaint stemmed from an incident that occurred between 
him and his ex-girlfriend on June 16, 2021. He asserted that he and his girlfriend were charged 
due to an altercation that occurred; she was charged with disorderly conduct but did not 
include that information in her complaint. Respondent was allowed to complete a domestic 
violence counseling program rather than obtain a conviction. The course was successfully 
completed. 


7. Respondent denies any and all substance abuse allegations. 
8. On July 28, 2021, Respondent underwent a urine drug test. Results were negative. 


9. Respondent stated in his narrative that he has never performed veterinary services under the 
influence of any medication or alcohol. He has never sought help for any substance abuse 
issue. Respondent is not under the care of a behavioral healthcare professional. 


10. Respondent stated that he has never obtained prescription medications for personal use 
through his or anyone's pets. All services provided and prescriptions written were for the purpose 
of treating the pets’ conditions. Additionally, Respondent stated that he has not taken any 
medications from the premises for personal use. , 


11. Respondent provided copies of his pets' medical records. Prescription for controlled 
substances, specifically Hydrocodone 10mg/Acetaminophen 325mg, are as follows: 


22-05, MICHAEL KAHAN, DVM 


GROOT 
4YR- ENG. BD - 45LBS 


THOR 
7YR - ENG. BD — 62LBS 


ABBY 
1OYR - ENG. BD - 45LBS 


QUANTITY 


40 or 60 
30 
30 

0 


X 
X 
X 
X 
X 


30 
30 
30 
45 
45 


X 


>< |< [>< [>< 


No amt noted 
3 
30 


12. Respondent's associates, Dr. Fernandez and Dr. McCollum, prescribed the hydrocodone 
(Norco) to the dogs. There were various ailments throughout the years — limping; multiple dog 
fights; hip dysplasia; luxating patellas; and kennel cough. In the medical records, some of the 
prescriptions were to be shared with the other dogs in the household. 


X 


13. Dr. Fernandez denies the allegations that Respondent had him write prescriptions for 
narcotics under his. pets' names for personal use. He admits to examining Respondent's dogs 
and prescribing hydrocodone/acetaminophen over the years from 2018 — 2021 for various 
medical conditions. 


The information contained in this report was obtained from the case file, which includes the 


complaint, the respondent's response, any consulting veterinarian or witness input, and any 
other sources used to gather information for the investigation. 


-3- 
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Investigative Division ' 


One Renaissance Square 


2 North Central Ave., Suite 1450 
CAREY | CHAPMAN Phoenix, AZ 85004 
MSCCLaw.com 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


n Carey 
P 602 358 0294 | M602 999 0287 | F602 358 0291 


August 2, 2021 


VIA EMAIL 


Tracy Riendeau, CVT (tracy.riendeau@vetboard.az.gov) 
Senior Medical Investigator 

ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
1740 W. Adams St, Ste. 4600 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Re: Licensee Michael Kahan, DVM 
Case No. 22-05 


Dear Tracy: 


As you know, this firm represents Dr. Michael Kahan (“Licensee”) in relation to the 
above-numbered case. This Complaint is retaliatory and baseless, and brought by Licensee’s ex- 
girlfriend. Below, please find answers to each of the questions you have asked in your July 16, 2021 
letter to Licensee. For ease of reference, we have duplicated the questions from your letter, followed 
by Licensee’s responses. 


1. Please provide a detailed personal statement regarding the allegations. 


Licensee’s response to the allegations is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. In his 
statement, he rightfully denies any and all substance abuse allegations, and provides more 
information and context about his relationship with his ex-girlfriend, and the events of July 16, 2021. 
In relation to his arrest on July 16, 2021, we note that both Licensee and Complainant were charged. 
Complainant was charged with disorderly conduct but did not report that in her Complaint. 


Please note, Dr. Kahan was given the opportunity to complete pre-plea Diversion. 
That is, rather than attempt to obtain a conviction, the Prosecutor’s Office allowed Dr. Kahan to 
complete the Wise Choices Domestic Violence Counseling Program. A copy of the Deferred 
Prosecution Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. Dr. Kahan was not required to plead guilty, 
even temporarily. He has completed all programming associated with the Agreement. See Proof of 
Completion, attached hereto as Exhibit 3. 


In addition to his personal statement and Deferred Prosecution Agreement, we have 
enclosed the following additional materials, for the Board’s review. 


Tracy Riendeau, CVT 
August 2, 2021 
Page |2 


= Urine Drug Screen showing a negative result, dated July 28, 2021, attached as 
Exhibit 4. 


# Injunction Against Harassment obtained by Licensee, attached as Exhibit 5. 
Please note, this pre-dates the Board complaint, and was obtained by Licensee 
after Complainant engaged in significant aggressive and abusive behaviors. 


= Aletter from Dr. Kahan’s attorney to Complainant, dated July 6, 2021, outlining 
Complainant’s disruptive and illegal behavior and the actions that she has 
taken to threaten and intimidate Dr. Kahan, attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 


As an aside, in her Complaint, Complainant states that Licensee lost considerable weight and implied 
that this was the product of drug use. Allegations about Licensee’s weight is not supported by reality. 


; . BMI Categories: 
METRIC Underweight = <18.5 
rd Normal weight = 18.5-24.9 
- Overweight = 25-29.9 
Obesity = BMI of 30 or greater 


STANDARD 


Height: >__] 
(feet) 


weight: 1200_] 


(pounds) 


Compute BMI 


(inches) 


What Next? Take Action Towards 
Better Health: 


Maintai tt igt 


e Maintaining a healthy weight is 
important for your heart health. 


« Learn more about overweight and 
gbesity 


Physical Activi 


« Moving more can lower your risk 
factors for heart disease. 


Eat a Heart-Healthy Diet 
Fig. 1. BMI Calculation. 


2. Have you provided veterinary medical services under the influence of 
prescription medications, illegal narcotics and/or alcohol? If so, please provide a 
detailed summary of each situation and what substance you had taken prior to 
providing veterinary medical services. 


Licensee has not provided veterinary services while under the influence of any 
substance. 


“ 


Tracy Riendeau, CVT 
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3. Have you sought help for substance abuse problems? If so, please explain and 
provide any and all documentation supporting this. 


Licensee has not sought help for any substance abuse problems. 


4. Are you under the care of a physician for any medical condition(s)? If so, please 
explain why, what medications have been prescribed and treatment offered. 


5. Are you under the care of a therapist, counselor or other behavioral health care 


professional? If so, please explain why, what medications have been prescribed 
and treatment offered. 


7. Have you.ever called in, written a prescription, or ordered medication, or 
' requested a colleague to obtain medication for yourself using your pets’ name, a 
family member's pet, client's pet or staff member's pet, with intentions to 
personally use the prescription medication? 


Licensee has never engaged in this conduct. All services provided and prescriptions 
written were for the purpose of treating the pets’ conditions. 


8. Please provide a complete copy of your pets' medical records. 


The records for Licensee’s pets, Abby, Thor, and Groot, are attached hereto as Exhibits 


8-10. For ease of reference in any Board meeting or other proceeding, we have Bates labelled Dr. 
Kahan’s pets’ records as follows: PETOO1-PET188. : 


Please note that Licensee is in the process of verifying he has gathered Abby’s full file, 
including any x-rays. If Licensee determines there are additional records for Abby, we will 
supplement this response upon receipt. 


Tracy Riendeau, CVT 
August 2, 2021 
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9. Have you taken controlled substances and/or prescription only medications from 
a veterinary premise for personal use? If so, please explain, how, what, why, 
when and where the incident(s) occurred. 


Licensee has not taken any medications from a veterinary premise for personal use. 


10. Have you taken controlled substances and/or prescription only medications for 
personal use that were filled and intended for animal patient use and replaced 
them with a different medication? If so, please explain, how, what, why, when 
and where the incident(s) occurred. 


Licensee has never done this. 


11. Please provide any and all pharmacy names and locations that fill your 
prescriptions. 


12. Have you even been arrested or charged with a crime relating to the illegitimate 
use of controlled substances, illegal narcotics and/or prescription medication? If 
so, please explain in detail what transpired including date(s) and outcome of 
occurrence(s) and provide any and all documentation surrounding the 
incident(s). 


Licensee has not been arrested for a substance-related offense. 


* * & 


Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the allegations in this matter. We hope 
the Board will conclude that these allegations are without merit, and that this Complaint was filed in 
an attempt to damage Licensee and his reputation due to Licensee’s decision to end his relationship 
with Complainant. It is our hope that the Board will move to dismiss the allegations here. 


Please contact us if you have any additional questions or require any additional 
information. 


Sincerely, 
MITCHELL | STEIN | CAREY | CHAPMAN, PC 
By: 


Flynn P. Carey 
cc: Licensee 


{CAREY | CHAPMAN* f 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW * 


' Personal Statement of Michael Kahan, DVM 


Personal Statement of Dr. Michael Kahan Concerning Allegations in Board Case 22-05 


I am writing in response to the allegations made by my ex-girlfriend in this Complaint. First, at 
no time have I ever told her that Dr. Fernandez wrote me prescriptions for narcotics under my 
pets’ names. Any prescriptions written for my pets were, in fact, for my pets’ use. 


As for “getting pills,” that is false. I am not “getting pills” or abusing any medication. The 
allegation about my weight is false. I am short in stature and size and have always been. My 
weight is approximately 100 Ibs or so, and while it fluctuates a few pounds up or down, my 
weight has never dropped to 90 Ibs. 


I have not made statements to R’Betrice that I take pills for pain. 


Turning to the allegations of June 16, 2021, very late (close to midnight), I was woken up by 
R’Betrice, with whom I had lived for nearly 12 years, screaming at me and pressing on my chest 
with my phone in her hand. She had taken my phone while I was asleep. 


I reached for my phone, and in response, she grabbed my wrist, bit my finger, and would not let 
go. I warned her that she was injuring my hand and struggled to push her away. (She outweighs 
me by about 100 pounds and is about 6 inches taller than me). I again told her that I was leaving 
her, and she said she didn’t want me to leave. We got into a conflict outside of the house. 


She said I don’t want you to leave, and then began yelling. I’m guessing she did this because she 
thought I would stay to get her to stop. At that point, I returned into the house and closed the 2 
doors behind me leaving her outside the house. However, she opened the 2 doors and came back 
into the house after me. 


I ran into the bedroom and tried to lock the door, but she came in while on the phone to the 
police. She began screaming as if she was in danger as I stood 5 feet away from her. I began to 
leave, and she told the police that I was leaving. I walked back and asked her for the phone so 
that I could speak to the police. She handed me her phone and I calmly explained that she was 
embellishing the conflict and misstating what had happened. 


The 911 operator asked if I would be cooperative with police, and I said of course. She asked for 
me to go outside with my hands up, which I did. 


When the police arrived, they talked to R’Betrice and questioned her about the phone. She lied 
and said she had thrown my phone over the fence. She kept the phone in her possession, even 
after the police took me to the station. 


When we arrived at the police station, the police told me they could see several marks on my 
body that they didn’t see while I was in the back of their car. They took pictures of my wounds 
and told me that they would be charging her as well, which they proceeded to do. 


While I was in police custody, before I was released at 11:00 am, R’Betrice had already wired 
$250,000 out of our joint account without consulting me. I had received that money from a 
recent business transaction, and the money was set aside to pay additional federal and state taxes 
ona sale. When she attempted to contact me, I ignored her and handled it by requesting that she 


stop harassing me. Ultimately, I turned the matter over to my attorney to address her false 
claims and her theft of money. 


